speaker was able to ad- 
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The Power to Forgive 


REDEEMER COLLEGE LIBRARY 


By MichaelZwiep sw 
While some stu- | 

dents might notoriously 
venerate Dr. Jean 
Bethke Elshtain as the 
Staley Lecturer who ut- 
tered that Canada was 
not that much different 
than the U. S., most will 
recall her as the apt ora- 
tor who ardently stressed 
the importance of being 
politically earnest. Of 
course, Dr. Elshtain’s 
brash dig against the 
identity of the Great 
White North was po- 
litely taken in stride by 
her Canadian audience, 
the privilege of her pres- 
ence enough to make 
amends without worry- 
ing about the audacity of 
manifest destiny. 

This year’s fea- 
tured Staley Lecture 


CROWN 


fps 


dress some of the key is- 
sues fuelling the current 
political discourse in an 
empowering series of 
talks that forced faculty 
and students to reexam- 
ine their role as citizens in the public arena. 
One of the overwhelming themes in Dr. 
Elshtain’s lectures involved the social im- 
plications of the Christian gospel. Her fo- 
cus on public forgiveness and civil soli- 
darity offered a refreshing look at the po- 
litical crisis and marred relations that 
plague modern society. 

In her first lecture, entitled “Is There 
Room for Forgiveness in International Re- 
lations,” Dr. Elshtain rejected superficial 
outbreaks of international remorse and 
empty gestures of repentance for a more 
authentic form of restitution. “As you 
know, we are awash in confessions these 
days,” she remarked. There’s the low form 
on daytime television talk shows and a 
slightly higher form in book stores. Recti- 


PER/LH/3/.C76 
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- Board of 
ernors Meet 
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tude, it seems, has given way to what one 
commentator has called, contrition chic, 
meaning a bargain basement way to appeal 
for sympathy and perhaps even absolution 
by trafficking in one’s status as a victim or 
victimizer or reformed victimizer. This 
trend now extends to nations.” 

But while Dr. Elshtain dismissed 
empty gestures of contrition chic, she also 
compelled her audience to pursue authen- 
tic acts of public repentance, quoting 
Hannah Arendt when she called forgive- 
ness the greatest political contribution of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Dr. Elshtain argued that 
the deadly playing out of horrible acts of 
vengeance could only be stopped by po- 
litical acts of forgiveness, stressing that the 
sins of the past cannot afford to bear rep- 


and Professor Mike Goheen. The Board o 
Governors, which is currently made up of 
number of representatives from vario 


etition. 

The professor of social and political 
ethics reminded her audience that forgive- 
ness was not just about a particular mo- 
ment, but an enactment of a way of life. 
Political forgiveness is about “interrupting 
a flow of events that seem to be on autopi- 
lot, when mass murder, acts of retribution, 
and more acts of killing become just the 
way we do things around here,” she said 

Dr. Elshtain implored her audience to 
think carefully about the implications of 
sincere restitution. “Remember, forgive- 
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New Horizons ‘97 


By Phil Beck 

I guess that now is a time of reflection 
for the year of 1997...and as the Volunteer 
Admissions Ambassadors, we have had sev- 
eral positive events to look back on. Over 


the span of last semester, VA2 hosted 3 En 
Route days, introducing Redeemer College 


to 22 prospective students, their friends and 
parents. 

Throughout the entire semester, we 
were not only planning En Route days, but 
also preparing ourselves for our big event: 
New Horizons. And what a success the ef- 
forts of the VA2 team and of the Redeemer 
community turned out to be. On the week- 
end of December 5 and 6, Redeemer Col- 
lege, transformed into a festive Christmas 
atmosphere, was the host of 115 visiting stu- 
dents. The weekend gave a unique oppor- 
tunity for these prospective students to ex- 
plore what Redeemer has to offer. 

The schedule was packed with 
numerous activities for our guests. On Fri- 
day, the students arrived slowly but surely. 
Many were excited about the weekend away 
from home to visit Redeemer while others 
were not so sure of their decision to take 
the weekend off. After registration, where 
the students received their registration pack- 
ages and their luggage was brought to their 
dorms, they congregated in the main foyer. 
Here they had the opportunity to mingle 
with fellow visitors and some of Redeemer’ s 
students. After a welcome and introduction, 
the New Horizons students were divided 
into their groups, whether that be the 
“Mistletoes”, “Fruit-cakes” or the other 
cleverly named groups dealing with the 
Christmas theme, [n these groups, the stu- 
dents met with their group leaders, having 
a bit of time to get to know one another and 
the opportunity for devotions. Following 
this group time, a brief stationed tour of the 
Academic Building was given which led 
into delicious dinner in the caf, 

With their appetite satisfied, the 
students made their way to the Aud to watch 
the main stage production of “Scrooge and 
other Yuletide Yarns.” To complete the 
schedule for the night was an incredible 
coffee house featuring some of Redeemer’ s 
artistic talent. With the night’s activities fin- 


ished, the students headed off to the dorms 
where they would be staying. A huge thank- 
you goes out to all the dorms who enter- 
tained the students throughout the night. A 
few visitors decided to go to bed early, but 
the majority. decided to get the truc Re 
deemer experience and stayed up tll the wee 
hours of the morning doing devotions or just 
talking with the others in the dorms 

It was clearly evident on Saturday 
morning, that the majority of the students 
did not try to get a good night sleep. Gradu- 
ally, the visiting students and group leaders 
made their way to the caf for a continental 
breakfast and devotions. By nine, the day 
was in full swing with Admission presenta- 
tions, followed by very informative Student 
Panels. After the panels were done, the stu- 
dents made their way to the Faculty Address 
For this we wish to say a sincere thank you 
to Dr. Bowen for doing a tremendous job 
Much was gained by all who attended. Fin- 
ishing off the morning was a Computer 
seminar and then the Academic Fair. 

During the Academic Fair, the 
New Horizons students had the opportunity 
to acquaint themselves with what the aca- 
demic disciplines had to offer and meet 
some of Redeemer’s profs. This was fur- 
thered with a lunch with Faculty members 
After lunch, the students had the opportu- 
nity to attend a variety of Academic Work- 
shops. With the completion of the second 
workshop, the day was finished with prayer 
and the students made their way back to their 
vehicles and eventually home. 

The hard work of all those in- 
volved is evident as you look around in the 
halls. We welcome those who have joined 
us from New Horizons this semester at Re- 
deemer College and pray that you have an 
incredible time here! 

Planning for the entire New Hori- 
zons weekend was the result of a lot of hard 
work, time and effort. But there was no way 
that New Horizons would have even mate- 
rialized had it not been for all those who 
eagerly volunteered to help-out in whatever 
way possible. Thank you for helping with 
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New semester, new 
students, new Redeemer? 
As I sit here behind my 
nifty computer, I realize the 
CROWN can no longer boast 
about having the fastest ma- 
chine on campus. It is now a 
mere clone to the white boxes 
in the lab. Such is the year of change. We 
are all affected by it, even those of us with- 
out sentiency (I mean the school building, 
not any of you lovely people). 

Redeemer is getting the proverbial 
fresh coat of paint. We love this place, so 
let’s spruce it up! Redo the gym floor and 


change the b-ball lines to black! Make a 


Co-Editor 


separate email area and watch people use 
telnet in the computer lab anyway! Adda 
scanner to the CROWN collection of tech- 
nological memorabilia! Put a nice pam- 
philet rack in the general office so the news- 
papers don’t hang down, hiding the head- 
lines! 


Surely this is not the end of our ef- 


forts. As we clean and build, we have to 
have some reason for such labour: more 
students. Okay, okay, love of alma mater, 
making the place look nice, and raising the 
school to a new plateau of grace and edu- 
cation are good reasons too. But I enjoy 


looking for the id of a person’s actions. 


With a (basically) new gym, new comput- 


“ers, New courses, we are creating an image 


of newness in our presentation and propa- 
ganda, | have heard rumours that a “pool 
fund” raised by alumni has reached its goal; 
could a swim team be a possibility for the 
Royals? Potential students will see the 
sparkle on the walls and gasp, and bring a 
friend to enrollment day. And perhaps 


Batteries not Included 


Dr. Elshtain’s inspi- 
rational speeches and the 
enthusiastic conversations 
they stimulated have left Re- 
deemer in a state of elation 
that unfortunately might fade 
away like the light at dusk un- 
less we continue to shed illumi- 

The Staley 
Lecturer’s focus on public forgiveness and 
civil solidarity are especially relevant to 


nation on her concerns 


Redeemer’s context, a setting where rela- 
tionships between students, faculty, and 
staff rely so much on the political principles 
of dialogue, diplomacy, and decision mak- 
ing 

Dr. Elshtain’s poignant argument for 
political forgiveness should motivate ev- 
ery member of the Redeemer community 


to become more sensitive to the plight of 


those around them, A sympathetic attitude 
that acknowledges past wrongs is not only 
‘desirable in an academic community like 
Redeemer, but it is essential for its contin- 


ued survival. How many times have you 


WOULD EVEKYONE THA 


STILL WANTS COFFEE 
UT YOUR HANDS 
PLEASE af WN I 
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taken the first step in making things right 
with another person? Are you capable of 
sincerely apologizing for your mistakes? 
Over the last week I have realized the 
importance of confession and restitution. 
Some of my candid remarks and rude ges- 
tures have left an indelible mark on other 
people in the Redeemer community. They 
have threatened good relationships and put 
my character into question, These relation- 
ships can only be restored with an authen- 
tic forgiveness that reflects the clear and 
effective standard of Ephesians 4:25-27: 
“Therefore each of you must put off 
falsehood and speak truthfully to his 
neighbour, for we are all members of one 
body. In your anger do not sin. Do not let 
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the sun go down while you are still angry 
and do not give the devil a foothold.” 

The interesting thing about authentic 
forgiveness is that it always places the fo- 
cus on a careful rendering of the truth. 
Making amends should never be ac- 
quainted with insincerity or some form of 
damage control. The only aim of forgive- 
ness should be the restoration of broken 
relationships. It should be a liberating ex- 
ercise of healing, bringing us closer to God. 

I wanted to drive this editorial home 
by mentioning some specific instances of 
contention where I believe the practice of 
forgiveness is conspicuously absent, and 
maybe even unwanted, but my field of vi- 
sion is filled with too much lumber for me 
to play the preacher. 

So instead, | will just take the timber 
from my own optical forest and crush it into 
pulp, pounding it into newsprint, exposing 
my own slivers of shame, | want Redeemer 
College to be a place where this can hap- 
pen. The splinters of pain must heal. @ 


fewer Redeemerites will leave b 
ishing their fourth year (yes, it « 
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“Angie's Corner 


Friday, January 23 


Choosing and Chosen XX 


Previously in 
Angie 's Corner: 


“My father once told 
me that the best way to re- 
member something is to tell a 
story about it,” Papa said qui- 
etly, as he gestured to the chil- 
dren to get closer around his great arm- 
chair. “I think it’s time I told you all a 
story that I hope you'll never forget. 

Maybe, someday, you will tell it to 
your children.” ... “A very long time be- 
fore now,” Shlomo continued, “there was 
a group of people who lived in a very far 
off land called Canaan. But these people 
hadn’t always lived there. You see, their 
ancestor came from an even farther land 
called Ur. One day...”. ... “But Papa,” 
Mordechai, my seven-year-old baby 
asked, “where are these Jewish people 
now?” ... “We,” he simply said, 
“are those people.” 


And now the conclusion: 


Silence descended on the room. 
Open-mouthed, my four children just 
stared at their father. Even Tsiporah, who 
had known the truth for a year, was mo- 
mentarily stunned. Unnoticed, I had 
slipped into the circle, placing Mordechai 
in my lap as | sat by my husband’s arm. 
Now | spoke. 

“Children, what we are telling you to- 
day is the biggest secret you have ever 
And ye itis the Os pre- 


iaVC O) ie") 
fete ge you [ 
will ever learn. 
We are trusting 
you with our lives 
today, and our 
memories tomor- 
row. One day, we 
will be gone, like 
your grandmother 
is gone. One day, 
we will not be 
here to teach you 
and your children 
what we learned 
when we were 
young like you. 
And then, you 
will have to know 
who you really 
are. You will 
have to teach your little ones who they 
really are. The wonderful stories you hear 
today, you will some day fascinate your 
children with. But this knowledge is also 
very dangerous. You see, we are not al- 
lowed to be Jewish any longer. Years ago, 
when your father and I were still very 
young, before Tsiporah was born, the 
Church told us we either had to become 
the Christians we are today, or be killed. 
We had little choice. We knew of others 
who had made the choice to stay alive, 
and had managed to secretly remain Jews, 
and we thought we could do the same. So 
we were baptized, your father and I, and 
when cach of the four of you were born, 
you were baptized as well, And you will 
grow up as good Christian children — un- 
te we make a very serious choice.” 
Pg ahabting gS ilpmaes 
DO I could no longer continue. 
needed od to tell the chilivem the reason we 
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were telling them the truth now, but | 
couldn’t go on. The magnitude of what 
faced us, our small family, was unbear- 
able. And it didn’t help to know that ev- 
ery Jewish family in Spain was going 
through the same pain. It didn’t help to 
think about those hundreds of thousands 
competing for admittance into the vari- 
ous countries of the world. It just didn’t 
help to know that we were all in this to- 
gether. 

My husband squeezed my hand com- 
fortingly, and spoke to the children. 

“Remember this year, 1492. This 
year, the king and queen of this nation our 
people have lived in for centuries, this na- 
tion we have brought prosperity and cul- 
ture to, this nation we have helped build, 
have discovered a New World. And this 
year, they have also discovered that they 
have no place for us. That is, no place for 
Jews. Our people have been given 3 
months to settle all of their affairs, and to 


leave — with only a very small amount of — 


their possessions. Just like Moses lead- 
ing the children of Israel out from Egypt, 
right?” 

Michael, our oldest son, MICHIE )RO.- 
“Father, they ic at eT we’ 


ews 
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are? F heneee. 
ish means all that 
trouble, maybe it’s 
not worth it!” 

“You're right, 
son,” my husband 
answered pa- 
tiently, “we could 
remain exactly as 
we are. Subject to 
any suspicious In- 
quisitor, at the 
mercy of the 
whims of the 
Church, constantly 
suspected and 
abused by the 
“real” Christians. 
We could stay here 
and continue to be cheated by the devout 
baker, or shortchanged by the pious 
butcher. We could go on like we were 
just the same as everyone else, and still 
be treated like outsiders. Or we could be 
what they know we truly are: Jewish. 
Michael, your mother and | aren’t true 
Christians. What we've seen and experi- 
enced of Christianity has only served to 
disgust us. And we’re beginning to grow 
tired of the charade. You children all de- 
serve better. You deserve to know where 
you come from, who you are. You de- 
serve to know your true history, And 
while learning it, and living it, may in- 
volve hardship, one day we'll find some- 
thing better than what we have here, Stay- 
ing won't make anything better. Going 
may be hard, but how much worse can it 
get?” 

My husband chose not to tell the chil- 
dren how much worse we both knew it 


»sSas* 


would get. Herded like cattle onto already 
overcrowded ships, without a port to sail 
to, abused by merchants and pirates alike, 
for the simple ability to do so. Humili- 
ated, robbed, butchered, all for the money 
we “must” have hidden somewhere 

probably in our stomachs, Unwanted and 
unwelcome, 
searching for a home. Perhaps somewhere 
out there we would find one; maybe, just 
maybe, it would be better than this one 
But who knew? We had only agreed that 
staying offered nothing better. And the 
fear of evil under which we lived had to 


we would be wanderers, 


be worse than the actual’ knowledge of 


evil. One cannot fight what one cannot 
see. 

My middle daughter, Abigail, was the 
quiet one. It was for her that I feared the 
most. She was so timid, so impression- 
able at 10 years old. And she had so much 
to lose. Mordecai was still too young to 
fully understand, and Michael and 
Tsiporah were old enough to make their 
own decisions. But Abigail’s life would 
be turned upside down. Everything she 
had been taught to believe was crashing 
around her ears. So it surprised me when 
she now spoke. “Mama,” she said, as | 
noticed tiny tears forming in her dark, 
soulful eyes, “is that why the other girls 
who learn the catechism with me don’t 
like me?” 

My heart ached, feeling her pain. She 
had never been accepted as one of the 


girls, had never been admitted into their 
circle 
with longing the friendships formed and 
built. 

A deeply feeling little girl 
been scarred by what seemed to her a fail- 


On the fringes, she had observed 


she had 
ing on her own part. And all because those 
strictly warned 
them to have nothing to do with that 
“Marrano” that secret Jewish 
whore 


little girl’s mothers had 
that pig 


Tears almost spilled from my cyes as 
[ remembered what Tsiporah had been 
told by that awful boy 
ine what Abigail had never been able to 
tell me, because she had never understood 
And it was then that | realized what had 
eluded me before: what was important 
was not the decision we made, because 
there was no decision to make. 
Jewish. Nothing could ever change that 
As far as the Christians were concerned, 
leapords couldn’t change their spots; and 
I was glad. It was being Jewish that 
brought us together; it was our shared his- 
tory, sufferings, experiences that united 
us. We were bound by a bond tighter than 
any religion could break. The dangers we 
would face as we left the home our great- 
great-great grandfathers had built, as we 
left the country that had provided refuge 
to so many of our people, could not over- 
whelm us, for we knew that one thing 
would never change. We would always 
be Jewish. We were the Chosen People.@ 


I could only imag- 


We were 
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Let me start off 
with saying that I’m re- 
ally sick of the devil, and 
that in my life I give him 
way too much room to 
play. Aaargh! I died to sin, 
how can I live in it any 
longer!? He who does right 
is righteous, just as He (Christ) is righteous 
(1 John 3:7b). No one who continues to sin 
has either seen Him or known Him (1 John 
3:6). Those texts spin through my head 
every time | am ‘walking on the edge’, ev- 
ery time when the king of lies is trying to 
pull me off the right way. And I am so of- 


ten stupid enough to give him the 
glory and 

follow him. 

r I quench 

ow that our old self was the Holy 

ia ia Him so that the body of Spirit who 


is a well of 


living wa- 

ter in me. 

I shut off 

H ; my ears 

rist was rals >| when He 

the ~ He ae da Starts 
He ied to sin once for al; but | yelling at 


the life He lives, he lives to God. my soul 


rselves dead 


same Wa , count you , to stay 
ee but ine God in Christ Jesus. pure. 
Therefore do not let sin reign In ped So me- 
mortal body so that you obey its evi times | 
desires. Do not offer the parts of your get so 
body to sin, as instruments sick of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves | myself. 
ohavebeen brought | pb © - 


od, as those wh 
ro death to life; and offer the re 
your body to Him as instruments he 
righteousness. for sin shall “aie : 
master, because you are not under law, 


atsof| cause 


it’s not 
just 
the 


but under grace. ies 

NS 6:6-14 au 
ROMA that | 
com- 


mit sin, I am his partner 

in crime. Why I obey the devil, I don’t 

know, since in the end he has nothing of 

eternal value to offer. Why do I fall into his 

traps so often, why am | 
so weak’? 

Being a Christian 
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Jesus. Oh yeah, and this is where you prom- 
ise to try and follow Him and serve Him. I 
never realized that following Christ in obe- 
dience was what faith was all about, I never 
realized that this was the reason that I ex- 
isted. I thought that keeping certain rules 


tice that some people around me 
think that faith is to accept certain 
truths and not acknowledging the 
necessary execution of these 
truths, I am disappointed when I 
hear yet another sermon that tells 
me that the Roman Catholics and 
the Evangelicals have it all 
wrong, and that we've got it 
right, and therefore we are all 
going to heaven. I wish that we 
(especially reformed) people 
would dare to look inside our- 
selves a bit more, that we 


was important, I never thought that! could would challenge our own something is ead ; 
have a very intimate opinions, thoughts when it doesn’t move, 
and personal rela- and actions a bit when there are no ac- 
tionship with Him. more, in stead of tions. A dead faith, does 
. . s . i . b 2 - 
ns rae Crt | maatnmente, | Sexeue a hag 
oe” man ‘ims to have faith but has no ifr ail aan se 
how does one do deeds? Can such faith save him? are doing wrong. this before, but do you re- 
that? It is more than Suppose a brother or sister is You know, the ally get it? 7s 
keeping certain rules, | without clothes and daily food. If ‘log-in-the-eye- Ifa tree doesn’t bring 
praying before your | one says to him, “Go, wishyot story’. Stop forth fruit, it’s dead. Ifwe 
meals and going to well; wel vi ei throwing stones i don’t do good works our 
church every Sunday. ee pi pt it? h the same at others. Iam destroy the | faith is dead. A dead tree 
We all know this, but ith by itself, ifitisnot_ | disappointed laa doesn t bear fruit because 
do we know what is anied by actionitisdead. =| when I don’t it is dead. The reason you 
missing? Do you eon il say,“Youhave =| hear about don’t do good works is 
know what else you ith; |havedeeds. those power- result of a dead faith. 


need to do to serve 
God? Do you do it? 
Are you obedient? Is 
it your desire to imitate 
Christ? Because, at 
is what it comes down * 
to. Or do you think that 
there is nothing good you can do? Well, 
look at some characters in the Bible; 
Abraham was a liar, Joseph was 
quite an arrogant guy, Moses had 
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ful words of 
Christ in a 
sermon. 
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commitment, active 
obedience, etcetera. | am disappointed to 
see my brothers and sisters com- 
mit sins, thatthey | we can end up in Hell, yes you too! 


work in us, we are walking on 
dangerous grounds, If we don’t obey God, 
No 


a severe temper problem, he even are igno- matter what 
killed someone because ofit. And | , ats rant of. I your parents 
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The same thing 


goes for us, only | intoe 


-- Depart from me, you Who are cursed, 
ternal fire prepared for the devil 


to do what's 


Against You, You only have | sinned 
right you’re 


mitted; when I yon | 
and done what is evil in Your st t, | 


realize that it 


seems so very difficult, am because of the | ad his angels. For | was hungry and was again pain- otha Youre proved ht not being a . 

times VON a al Be imitators of God, theref Holy Spirit can | cu. 82¥¢ me nothing to eat, | was ful for my Fa- ib child oF od, 
sometimes you'd al- | jgveq children and live alife oft are es thirsty and you gave me nothing to th I judge, " birth, sinful but one of 
most want to give up | as Christ loved ys and gaye hi om just | we do righteous drink, | was sick and in prison and you her to watch me Surety | was it aad sdieill ead . 
trying... This ‘Perse- for us as a fragrant offerin msell y things. So make did not look after me.’ obey the damned from the time my mo 
verance of the Saints’- | ! God. Bandsacrifie! sure that He has They will also answer, ‘Lord, when did angels that hover i ire truth in the inner Made ince . 
stuff seems so hard to | Putamongyou there Must not be ey room in your life | W¢ You hungry or thirsty or a over His creation a pa ul in the your way to 
find in the real world. hint of sexual immorali ‘ng | to work in. stranger or needing clothes or sick or in | and that lead you ne of | Hell. Ifyou | 

nope! prison, and did not help you?’ 4 : BS inmost place. twill be deniiens 

What does it mean Christians | “He wij reply, ‘ slits th and me into temp Cleanse me wth yssop, and pita ont 
anyway to be a Chris- are named after | whatever you did not do for one of the tation. > clean; wash me, and { will be whiter | sinning you 
tian? I grew up hear- Coarse joking, Christ because least of these, you did not do for me.’ It is time to than snow. the joy and gladness; are a child 
ing that I was one of rather thanksgiving. For of this you can they follow Him, The thi as B0 away to eternal wake up! We all Let me youve crushed of : the . 
them, I was a so- oli immoral, impure or greed obey Him, and sedi but the righteous to have to stop think- Aa. mi devil. So ) 
called ‘covenant- suinichecl ae idolater - has imitate Him. If MATTHEW 25:34-46 ing that we are Hide Your face from my sins and blot : acing 

child’, destined et no one deceive nd Mit oe of God. you don’t try to do Christians, we have out all my iniquity. De ies ool it 
for heaven. I heard for because of such things ded nal yee Se ae ae Bnd gut if we . Kreat in bi a fast spirit within reed h 
that to have faith pn those who are disobedient. i “Nomuiay Christige - ally are children of cabal ‘ ara saan 
means to believe in EPHESIAN rs be partners with thin: That's a pretty word for it, but we are born of God. We have to decide ‘ae ie me from Your presence y Seal 
God and Jesus, to ni the Bible uses differentterminol- daily to whom we belong: The devil, the i take Your Holy Spirit from me. ge 
accept what the ogy. Christ and other biblical world or God. Yes, if you have real faith Restore to me the joy 0 yeti on those 
minister teaches, to go to church twice figures use terms like: Children you belong to God. But real faith is more salvation and Se knees 
on Sunday, to not cheat on your tax-papers of the devil, Brood of Vipers, Children of thanamental commitmenttoGod. Wehave | $ heats i and let 
and so on. And one of the climaxes of my Darkness, Idolaters, etc. Are you one of been indoctrinated with the dogma that we PSALM 91: God get } 
faith-life then was when my parents wit- them? Or are you sure that youareachild are not saved by pnb 2 faith, Mica re hag 
nessed my public profession of faith with of God? Do you know how to recognize is of course completely in line with the ad , 
tears in as eyes. Petiaeion of faith. that’s the children of God? Exactly, bywhatthey Scriptures. But faith, is not faith, without trash, let him ae i 
where you accept what the church teaches do! Will you be recognized as one? good works! Essential ingredients of faith — let him fill you with the Holy eae on i 
and that’s when you realize that you need I am always disappointed when I no- are e.g.: Love, Good works/fruits, Repen- given, get up, go and sin no more...... 


Volume 15, Number 8 Page 4 C RO WN ee 


Page 5 


Living Stone 


The Unique 
Christian 


By Rob Gagnon 

Imagine, if you will, that God owns a 
cookie factory. Every Christian goes 
through this factory to cut out all the dif- 
ferences that they have from other Chris- 
tians in the denomination they choose. 
From then on, every Christian is required, 
in their chosen denomination, to conform 
to the standards and beliefs that denomi- 
nation teaches them. 

As they go through life, regardless of 
what they may hear in other circles, they 
must keep the teachings of their chosen 
denomination. Those who are faithful in 
conforming to the teachings of their local 
church will be awarded in heaven. But 
those who persist in using their own gifts 
and abilities will lose their various re- 
wards. 

Now, obviously, this is quite contrary 
to what Christianity teaches. While Chris- 
tianity does not fit in with the Pluralism 
of the culture we live in, it does not call 
for conformism either. In Christianity, the 
individual is given various gifts to sup- 
port the Church as a whole. That indi- 
vidual may have various theological ideas 
that rub against the doctrine of others, but 
that individual is respected for his gifts, 
and is corrected only when the theologi- 
cal stance is proven contrary to the Bible, 
only then is it taken up with the person in 
a private, comfortable, loving setting. 

This is not what we see happening in 
the Church today. The Church has, in 
some circles, embraced unity (a good 
thing), but has also embraced conformity 
(a bad thing). We must be free to be 
unique. The unique Christian has gifts to 
offer that others do not have. The unique 
Christian must be allowed to develop 
those gifts in a way that does not harm 


the Church and should be nurtured by the 
Church. 

Paul wrote, “For as the body is one 
and has many members, but all the mem- 
bers of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit 
we have been baptized into one Body-- 
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 
or free--and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. For in fact the body is not 
one buy many. But now indeed there are 
many members but one Body; now you 
are the body of Christ and members indi- 
vidually,” (1 Cor 12:12-14; 20; 27) 

Paul is equating the Church to a body 
and mentions that-although the body has 
many different members, it is one. Each 
member in this body has its own function, 
gift and calling. We should not claim to 
have a superiority over other Christians 
by making others conform into our im- 
age. When we are called to conform into 
the image of Christ it is conforming to the 
unique image that God has made for us. 

There is a difference between unity 
and uniformity. Unity recognizes the gifts 
and callings of individual members and 
strengthens them in the context of a united 
Church in calling and purpose. Unifor- 


‘mity forces members into the cookie cut- 


ter and creates a world of Christians with 
one gift and calling. The option I would 
like to present is that of Unity. And I 
would say that the best expression of 
Christianity you can give to an unbeliev- 
ing world is that which God has placed in 
you, and not what the various members 
of the church tell you to be. Let’s be 
unique Christians in a world that is ask- 
ing for conformity.@ 


Forgiveness 


By Derek Bouma 

Last week, during the Staley Lec- 
tures, Dr. Jean Bethke Elshtain spoke 
about forgiveness, especially the im- 
portance of forgiveness in the realm 
of political reconciliation. She elo- 
quently stated the deep need for coun- 
tries like South Africa and Northern 
Ireland to confess the pain they have 
caused others within their respective 
countries. I like to think that we all 
applauded her both physically and in 
our hearts. | think that as Christians, 
we know that true healing can only 
occur with the type of forgiveness 
God outlines and calls us to practice 
in the Bible. 

[ am afraid that the problem with 
our applause is that we, as individual 
Christians, arc not practicing this type 


of forgiveness, We encourage it in” 
others and in other countries are 


we practicing it in our own | ives? 1 

can not say that I faithfully practice 

this. HAS 
roached so: 


eee: ape heii ss our 


sary, and it is the only way we as Chris- 
tians can stand wholly before God. We 
need to ask others to forgive us and we 
need to forgive those who have hurt us 
before God will consider us pure. 
When we are pure then God can bless 
us in the way He desires. 

_ This concept is not just for indi- 
viduals and countries, it is also for in- 
stitutions like Redeemer. We must ask 
ourselves a few questions. Are there 
problems in our school? Many people 
have told me that we just need to learn 
to get along. Is that the answer? If 
there is pain present in our institution 
we need to flush it out into the open. 
We need to confess the mistakes we | 
have made, ask forgiveness of those we 
have hurt, and forgive those who have 


caused us pain. We applauded this 
action in South Africa, anation, but do 
we really applaud it in our own Chris- 


eared 
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This Wonderful 
Maserptece an 
Accident ?... 


By Kathleen Jarvin 

“In the beginning, God created the 
Heavens and the Earth...” Genesis 1:1 

I suppose this is something everyone 
thinks about, and, for all of those of you 
that write, you have probably written simi- 
lar articles, but 
as you have 
probably fig- 
ured out, when I 
decide to write 
something, it is 
usually just 
what is on my 
mind. On Sat- 
urday, January 
11, Mark and I 
joined the Col- 
lege bus trip to 
Niagra Falls to 
see the lights. 
For me, as re- 
markable as this 
may seem to 
those of you 
born in this 
area, it was only 
the second time 
I had been, and 
the first time | 
had ever been at 
night. As usual, 
my mind began 
to wander, especially when, looking out the 
window with Mark sleeping peacefully be- 
side me, I caught a spectacular glance at 
the moon. It was nearly full, with only a 
slight, nearly imperceptible sliver missing 
off one side. At this particular moment, it 
was playing tag with the gauzy clouds, 
which never totally obscured the moon, but 
alternately transformed it into a mystical 
haze and a glorious silver light that bathed 
the ground and trees below. 

As I watched in wonder, I began to 
think about the wonderful work our Om- 
nipotent Creator had done. The moon, in 
its rotation, circles the earth in a perfect, 
never changing course. The earth performs 
its daily cycle without error, never even 
threatening to move an inch closer to the 
moon which passes in its opposite direc- 
tion. This pair of spinning earth and moon 
then orbits the sun, along with the remain- 
ing planets, their moons, and zillions of 
stars. Each of these galactic masterpieces 
continue in their pattern without fail, never 
deviating. And yet, scientists want us to 
believe that our beautiful galaxies and uni- 
verses, the entire solar system, where the 
result of some cataclysmic, mystical cos- 
mic accident. They seem unable to break 
down their barriers and admit to the mas- 
tery of God, even though, time and time 
again, they are proven to be in error, the 
same with their estimates of the aging of 
the earth and universe. To these scientists, 
only technical explanations are acceptable, 
and they rely again and again on their own, 
highly fallible, theories and calculations to 
explain away the presence of a Creating 
and Sustaining Higher Power. Recall the 
image of the first lunar lander. Remember 
the ridiculously long, insect-like legs lead- 
ing down to the enormous feet? The wiz- 


ardry of this design was solely based and 
executed on the idea that, if the universe 
was as old as they tried to pass it off to be, 
then theJunar legs would have to be that 
long to reach solid ground through all of 
the galactic dust that would have inevita- 
bly settled on the 
moon’s surface in 
that time. As it 
was, the dust 
barely covered the 
feet. As far as I 
know, to this day, 
those scientists are 
still trying to find a 
“rational” explana- 
tion for this “mis- 
calculation.” 

We later stood 
staring at the Falls, 
I in awe, Mark in, 
perhaps, admirable 
patience of some- 
one who could still 
get such a thrill out 
of something he 
had seen several 
times. At Horse- 
shoe Falls, | mar- 
veled over the fact 
that, even with so 
much water flow- 
ing over the falls at 
such an incredible force, some rocks and 
clumps of land that still managed to hold 
on, even though the sheer force recedes the 
falls and makes them a little deeper each 
year. At Niagra, | wondered at the scien- 
tists who claim the earth’s age to be so phe- 
nomenal, when there are still areas of rock 
large enough to disrupt the falls nearly at 
their very beginning, not to mention the 
comparatively small rocks still gathered at 
the base. | realize that neither set of falls 
have always been as deep as they are now, 
and that time has deepened them, but even 
still, if the rivers had been flowing there 
for as long as scientists claim, at least the 
top of Niagra should be smooth as glass. 

Ask any senior level science student, 
and I am sure that they will tell you, as 
Wendy Willmore stated to me, “the farther 
I go in science, the more [ think, ‘uh uh, 
no way this could be an accident’” (thanks 
for the unsolicited quote, Wendy!). And, 
of course, the conclusion | inevitably come 
too, why on earth would anyone want to 
believe that they were an accident, rather 
than the divine plan of a loving God? 
Would you prefer to look back in your fam- 
ily tree, and view your great-great- 
c.grandfather as an ape, or another per- 
fectly created human being, created in love, 
by God, to serve a purpose--communion 
with Him? Personally, | wonder if I would 
be able to find a good enough reason to 
convince my self to continue on in this life, 
especially when things go wrong, if | be- 
lieved that | had no purpose, and that 
NoOne, with a higher plan, loved me. 
When you go home tonight, do me a 
favour. Stop fora minute, look at the moon 
and consider its Maker, and thank Him.@ 
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By Susan Creer 

Many students at Redeemer have 
questioned the value ofa “liberal arts edu- 
cation”. | would like to offer my thoughts 
on this matter from a “mature” point of 
view. | worked for ten years before com- 
ing to university, so perhaps I can draw 
some inferences for people. 

I am taking the psychology stats 
course this semester. It is required for all 
students doing a psych degree. | think I 
may say, with reasonable certainty, despite 
the possibility of making a Type I or II er- 
ror, that the class is a challenge. It will be 
useful in the future (so Prof. Norman tells 
us). The course does make me question 
every report I see in the newspaper. The 
pre-requisite for stats was Math 101, which 
was very tough. Math 101 certainly has 
some bearing on the stats course, but I am 
still stymied as to why I had to take Physi- 
cal Science. 

Physics was interesting because it con- 
firmed some theories that I learned in high 
school. The most fun, though, is when 
theories are proven correct. Take, for ex- 
ample, the car accident I had in May of 
1997. Newton’s law is indeed true; for 
every action, there is an equal and oppo- 
site reaction. I was stopped at an intersec- 
tion, a “seat belted” driver, as the police 
call it, and was hit from behind, twice, 
which I thought was a bit excessive, per- 
sonally. 

The law of inertia is true too. Law- 
yers don’t do anything (ie: they maintaina 
state of rest) until you phone them from 
the hospital, or send them a cheque, which- 
ever comes first. 

I, too, questioned why certain courses 
here are Redeemer are included as re- 
quired. Especially since I come from an 
Anglican background, I don’t understand 
why I need to take a Reformation Theol- 
ogy course. However, I do want to under- 
stand more about the world around me, thé 
theologies in it and as much about the Bible 
as I can. 

As for the other sciences, Richard 
Wikkerink and I keep having discussions 
about why I have to take Biology. No of- 
fense to any of the Bio teachers, but I do 
have what I consider to be perfectly valid 
reasons for not needing to take the course. 

I have spoken to people who have 
taken the course and gleaned from them a 
basic outline of the course. So, following 
are my reasons why I should not have to 
take Biology. (Richard W. won’t let me 
take Chemistry because last time I was in 
a Chemistry lab, which was in highschool, 
| blew something up.) 


Reason 1: The syllabus includes a sec- 
tion on the human respiratory system. 
Mine does not work properly, so I already 
know the material that is going to be coy- 
ered. 

Reason 2: Also included is a section 
on the human digestive tract. Mine does 
not work properly, so | already know the 
material that is going to be covered. 

Reason 3: To get a broad overview, 
the human circulatory system is covered. 
Mine does work, (my specialist said so) so 
{ don’t need to learn anymore about that. 

Reason 4: The profs are going to talk 
a lot about bugs and creepy crawly things. 
I don’t mind these small creatures of God, 
as long as they stay in their territory. As 
soon as they come into mine, they’re toast! 

Besides, I had an apartment that be- 
came infested with cockroaches and I know 


A Liberal View 


much more about them than I ever wanted 
to. 

Reason 5: | dissected a frog in Grade 
8 and as far as I am concerned, I am done 
for life. 

Theatre is another interesting area of 
education. In the Technical theatre course, 
we did a whole segment on the colour 
wheel. This information has become im- 
portant every time I go to see a play pro- 
duction (or buy new sheets), because | 
spend more time now watching for special 
effects and lighting changes during shows 
and admiring the way the production is put 
together. 

Communications 105 was interesting 
too. We learned to speak more effectively, 
be aware of proper word usage, present 
ourselves better and develop some more 
self-confidence. It has also made me bet- 
ter able to carry on a conversation and learn 
to use bigger words, especially when I am 
trying to convince Richard W. that I really 
don’t want to take Biology. 

For all who do read this, please re- 
member that being a mature student does 
have some advantages, like been there, 
done that, outgrew the t-shirt. 

Sincerely, trathfully, prayerfully, and 
with tongue firmly in cheek, Susan 
Creer.@ 


forced injection 

into my rushing blood 

you shut me down 

into visions of uncontrolled 
memories and secrets 
covered in my sobriety 


corpse in a box 
filled with white satin 


undisturbed 
with a Mona Lisa smile 
sneaky peace 


romance 
moonlight, music, candlelight 
kisses 

wrapping me in your blanketing 
embrace 

eyes closed you draw me close 
away from the world 


a breath of fresh air 
atop a soft, fresh mountain? 


heaven? 


This morning you are a car crash, 
or 

a broken relationship 

broken because of a sudden be- 
trayal 

of time 

and the piercing call 

of my alarm. 


Jesus in 


the 


Special from the United Press 

It was the biggest game of the season 
for the Denver Broncos. They were a wild- 
card team, underdogs, playing on the road 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers. Yet for 15 
hulking Broncos, the chalk-talk on Monday 
before the game wasn’t about containing 
Steeler quarterback Kordell Stewart. It was 
about Jonah and the Whale. 

A weekly Bible-study group, led by 
team chaplain William Rader, centred on 
what it means to have a second chance and 
to pray with one’s entire being, as if in the 
belly of a great fish. 

But “no one felt God owed us a victory 
nor did we assume we would win,” says 
Rader, whose team beat Pittsburgh and now 

faces Green Bay in the SuperBowl. “In- 
stead, we talked about qualities of humility 


ang repener2 wae x 
TOW! ‘ing in! the NFL 


mene ot Bzekiel md Dani ic, and 
ings of Jesus and Jonathan Edwards are 
finding their way into tape-strewn locker 
rooms and onto chalky sidelines. 

Ina sport where faith used to be ignored 
and “piety” might stand as a synonym for 
“wimp”, more players are openly religious. 
More coaches, too, are looking at the rela- 
tionship between faith, team spirit, and ath- 
letic performance. 

Religion has long been linked to pro- 
fessional sports, including pro football-- 
which in America can be a religion unto it- 
self. But these days faith is so visible on 
the Sunday gridiron that some NFL events 
seem to be taking place alongside a Prom- 
ise Keepers meeting. 

The post-game clusters of Christian 
behemoths on bended knee at the 50-yard 
line used to be small. Now they’ve turned 
into large prayer gatherings. Touchdowns, 
field goals, extra points, goal-line stands-- 
all witness helmets bowed or fingers pointed 
upward. 

Tampa Bay quarterback Trent Dilfer 
says he prays before every third down. 
While only half the NFL teams had a chap- 
lain in the 1980s, today every team but the 
“bad boy” Oakland Raiders does. 

Superstars confess to spiritual conver- 
sions. Jim Harbaugh of Indianapolis, 
Minnesota’s Cris Carter (an ordained min- 
ister), Philadelphia’s Irving Fryar (ditto), 
and Curtis Martin of New England tell of 
overcoming adversity, “the street”, or pain 
through Jesus. 

Entire teams, like the Jacksonville Jag- 
uars, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, the Caro- 
lina Panthers, and SuperBowl-bound Green 
Bay, have a “feel” that borders on the evan- 
gelical., 

Green bay fans sing Amazing Grace at 
playoff games. One scoreboard sequence 


aeee t 


NFL 


shows Packer all-pro defensive lineman 
Reggie While, a minister, in the pulpit, then — 
fades to a graphic reading: “Green Bay — 
Packers football: It’s a religious experi- 

ence.” 

Peity around the pigskin reflects larger 
cultural trends, including a growing toler- 
ance in society about spirituality in the say- 
what-you-want 1990s, players are up front 
about their views on every thing, including 
God’s role on the gridiron. 

At the same time, sophisticated Chris- 
tian athletic groups, usually with an evan- 
gelical bent, help pros hone media skill sand 
remind them of their influence as role mod- 
els. iss a 

For their part, NFL owners 


cials consider a certain amount 


religious 


displya good for the game. It creates a more _ 
friendly hee values” image and puts a 


better face on usiness tha Na lo 


crowd 


and spouse-abuse meetin was 

Surprisingly, a majority of NFL play- 
ers express some kind of religious interest. 
Many are evangelical; many are undeclared. 
Teams have different dynamics, with the 
tone often set by the head coach. 

Thirty of the 53 players on Jacksonville 
are “born again”, says Hubbard. But the 
San Francisco 49er Bible-study group in- 
cludes Mormons, Southern Baptists, Pres- 
byterians, Roman Catholics,Lutherans, ad- 
herents of Assemblies of God, and indepen- 
dent church members. 

“A lot of religious players don’t go to 
Bible study and aren’t open about it,” says 
one NFL player who desired anonymity, “In 
a sport where the demands are so great, 
many people turn to a source higher than 
themselves, something outside the self, 
though not everyone calls it God.” 

When word spread to players that 
Reggie was getting mouth-to-mouth resus- 
citation, Lions coach Bobby Ross led a 
prayer. Jets players stood, helmets off and 
teary eyed, or knelt together. Even Jets 
coach Bill Parcells--equal parts curmudg- 
eon and brilliant field general--said later he 
was praying. (Brown is recovering from a 
spinal injury). 

Sometimes, notably with Packer star 
Reggie White, players attribute physical 
healings to the power of prayer or divine 
intervention. When Green Bay’s “minister 
of defense,” as the lineman is known, tore 
his hamstring just before Christmas 1995 
and was told he needed surgery, he prayed. 

He was told he would be out for the 
season. White practiced the next day. Four 
days later he played in the National Foot- 
ball Conference championship game® 
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By Dan VanMinnen 
Proverbs 21, esp. v23, 28 
Revelation 7:11-12 
Revelation 8:1 
On Tuesday, January 20 I walked into 

the Senate Meeting and didn’t say a word. 

| had realized that after about half an hour I 

hadn't been talking so 1 just continued, 

embarking on a monumental, Gump-like 
task of just doing it because I wanted to. | 
just ran with it so to speak. For two straight 
days. How people reacted to me and how | 

dealt with people was surprising and I 

learned quite a lot. 

The reactions to my silence were some- 
times good, with curiosity and support, and 
sometimes bordering on rude disrespect or 
mild frustration. People were perplexed. 
Some thought that I was weird. Everyone 
started paying more attention to my face. I 
was also becoming the subject of conversa- 
tion as I had continued to keep silent. I was 
continually asked why I wasn’t talking. The 
anticipation of words from my mouth grew. 
Scrutiny for the sake of detecting a verbal 
slip up arose with almost everyone. When 
I did slip up, people were counting my 
words and laughing. Some people were 
mildly frustrated. Some thought it was an 
attention seeking thing. Some were even 
hitting, poking and in one case licking me 
to make me react. In these instances I be- 
came an object of study. O tried 
to copy me. Some thought it was fairly i in- 
teresting and wanted to know what I was 

tying to achieve. Here is an email I wrote 
toa rhe ‘Nano was pd Saiaseaatsna me about 


but I on on co in g 

night. | am really learning a lot from this, 
listening, making what you do say mean 
something, the value of silence, etc. Ev- 
eryone is going to anticipate what I will say. 
It will be something unique. I plan on do- 
ing a devo and writing a CROWN article on 
what I got out of it. Complete with Chris- 
tian lessons . . . I still don’t know how it 
started but I prayed about it and God seems 
to have said through Proverbs 21, go right 
ahead and do it.” 

And she replied: 

“ That is really cool Dan. I know that 
you can do it. We will all try hard to under- 
stand what you are trying to say. I'll talk to 
you tomorrow night...” 

| had a tough time lasting through the 
whole two days. | failed 10 times the first 
day and twice the next trying to keep quiet. 
But through it all I had managed to learn a 
few things about hgw God deals with us. 
Here are a some of them. 

When God had finished his work in 
Jesus, everything was finished, God did not 
need to say anymore, there was a record left 
that was God-breathed an extension of his 
speech, the word. God uses revelation but 
the “word” he spoke in words is the final 
word. 

God (generally) ended communicating 
audibly, showing himself in the fierypillar, 
sending prophets, preserving a special line, 
requiring a regimented observance of rules 
by a chosen people, etc. for 400 years be- 
fore Jesus. After his death until now, people 
_ have had many reactions. Some were per- 
plexed. Some thought God was weird, 
Some surcly made abuses at God, using his 


. 


™ 


The Silence of Dan 


work became expectant of an imminent sec- 
ond coming. Some looked for a revelation. 
Everyone who believed was wondering how 
God was going to speak next. Then came 
the New Testament. It had been divinely 
inspired. It had been written down so that 
those all over, and for the rest of history, 
could have another testament, a word to go 
by. Everyone was waiting for a message. 
It came. 

To go back for one moment, the most 
interesting thing that happened when I was 
silent was that I showed someone pieces of 
my journal to tell them about myself. I 
guided this person through a few passages 
and it enlightened her as to what I was like 
long ago and more recently. I was not talk- 
ing so that was all that this person had. The 
parallel to the Bible was obvious to me im- 
mediately. 

I think I understand now why the New 
Testament account of Christ and his work 
was delayed for decades in its writing and 
its subsequent canoniza- 
tion for centuries. God 
wanted the ear of the 
world and he had it. 
Once God had finally 
spoken again through 
the New Testament 
people gobbled it up. 
Even if they disagreed 
vehemently, at least it 
was being very seriously 
regarded. People shaped 
their lives after it. Em- 
pires and nations formed 
ane Ha 


in Revelation, there will 
be silence one more 
time, (Rev. 8:1). The 
seventh seal marks the 
final unleashing of 
judgement on the unbe- 
lievers and the cleansing 
ofearth, Before this the 
four horsemen of the Armageddon will be 
released and a seal of protection will be 
placed on a group of believers who are still 
alive to protect them from the seventh seal. 
The NIV study notes say that the silence is, 
“A dramatic pause before the next series of 
plagues...” Dramatic is right! Heaven 
will be SILENT FOR ABOUT HALF AN 
HOUR. The place where the“. . . Praise 
and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor 
and power and strength’(Rev 7:12) are 
ceaselessly and eternally attributed to God 
in song will be SILENT FOR ABOUT 
HALF AN HOUR. 

Remember the movie Volcano? In that 
movie there was a scene in which all the 
ash, smoke and rumbling of the newly form- 
ing downtown Los Angeles volcano 
stopped, perplexing everyone. It was only 
short lived though, because in the next 
minute a massive lava flow burst forth in 
all its vibrant amber splendor devouring 
everything in its path until it reached the 


ocean, There was a dramatic pause in the 


activity of the volcano before it unleashed 
its fury. People expected a statement,they 
were ready to hear. God will pause before 
the end. His natural world pauses dramati- 
cally at times. We should follow that lead. 

Sometimes we say too much. We make 
our words mean little. We billow like 
smoke, We do not pay attention to that word 
that God has left us. We sometimes don’t 
hang on the word of God. We are busy try- 


__ ing to make people hang on our words. We 
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really should not do this because no plan or 
idea or government can succeed on its own 
against the Lord. Allow people to hang on 
God’s word through you. Fill your mouth 
with God’s final word, the Word. Hang on 
it and let that be visible so that others see 
the vibrant amber fire in us, not just smoke. 

God is not silent. He just does not al- 
ways tell you things the way you want to 
hear them, or talk so much that you are sick 
of Him. He is there when you are intent on 
finding a message. He is there when you 
are perplexed and he has always been there 
when you hate him because you think he is 
silent. 

God knows when to speak, and he says 
the right things. He doesn’t speak too much 
or too little. I think God has the best of both 
worlds. People seek after him over lifetimes 
because they think he is silent, whispering, 
elusive, or some such behavior. But they 
realize that when they find him they have 


...contd from pg.1 
ness isn’t just a one way street,” she 
remarked, “but it implies a relationship or 


the restoration of one.” She pointed out 
that political reparation is sometimes used 
in a negative way to implement damage 
control and sever relationships. “I really 
don’t care much about anything else, I sort 
of forgive you now get out of my way,” 
reiterated Dr. Elshtain, exposing the self- 
serving agenda behind many of today’s 
cosmetically motivated apologies. “It’s a 
way to detach oneself from certain ties 
rather than to restore those ties or to make 
them more robust.” she explained. 

Dr. Elshtain explained that true for- 
giveness should exhibit more than just a 
formal gesture of lip-service. It should be 
a strenuous discipline. “It requires ac- 
knowledgment of wrongs perpetrated or 
wrongly suffered.” But despite the value 
of authentic remorse, the Laura Spelman 
Rockefeller Professor admitted there are 
some painful limits to forgiveness itself. 
Political forgiveness cannot account for all 
the pain and suffering that has happened 
between various peoples and political 
groups. “There are wrongs suffered that 
can never be put right.” she conceded. Po- 
litical forgiveness can, however, represent 
the first step in a new direction for peace 
and healing. Dr. Elshtain calls this pro- 
cess “Knowing, Forgetting,” poignantly as- 
sociating it with the Truth and Reconcilia- 
tion Commission in South Africa. 

ae fact that ii ta were murdered, 
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found an unending Spirit that lights them 
inside. They tell everyone. Those who think 
God doesn’t speak don’t know what to lis- 
ten for so they can’t hear Him. Those who 
do not believe that he wrote down what he 
wanted to say aren’t tuned in. Those who 
do have inherited the whole earth 

It is our job to let God’s words count 
for something. We must not speak too 
much. We must not be silent. We must 
speak at the right time and say the right 
thing. We must seek God to teach us what 
to say. God knows how to use silence. We 
must learn this as well. 

Make your words count with silence 

God, grant me the wisdom to see your 
way, 

the will to choose it, 

and the strength to make it endure, 
Amen. @ 


maimed, and brutalized for their for their 
political views or the colour of their skin 
must be acknowledged,” remarked Dr 
Elshtain. But an acknowledgement is al- 
ready a large part of political forgiveness. 
Recognition can become part of the pro- 
cess of reconciliation. Dr. Elshtain noted 
that often, only the perpetrators possess the 
full story of in an act of vengeance. Publi- 
cizing the truth to the victims is the least 
the victimizers can do in making amends 
and enacting the solemn drama of recom- 


pense. 
“Now forgiveness, as you know, is the 


-hardest thing of all to do.” explained the 


lecturer. “But it may be the only way to 
forestall quaffing the bitter brew of injus- 
tice suffered and recompense sought, even 
under future generations.” 

In South Africa, the implementation 
of political forgiveness has seen the balm 
of disclosure serving as an antidote to the 
cycle of vengeance. In the broader politi- 
cal arena, it has seen the dawn of deliver- 
ance and relief. Is it not also a picture of 
Christ liberating the peoples? 

Dr. Elshtain ended her speech in a fi- 
nal burst of inspiration: “The most diffi- 
cult task of all is to remember and to for- 
get; not forget in the sense of collective 
amnesia, but in an altogether different way, 
as a release from the full weight and bur- 
den of the past.”@ 


Friday, January 23 


Royals Recap 


By Paul Heerema 

The Royals hockey team finished the 
first half of the season on a strong note 
with a 2-2 tie against the league-leading 
St. George Avalanche, leaving the team 
with 4 wins, 4 losses, and 3 ties, good 
enough for fourth place in the: Niagara 
Christian Hockey League. 

Next up for the Royals was the an- 
nual Redeemer Cup, the Boxing Day tour- 
nament that specifically benefits the Roy- 
als hockey program. The tournament was 
a huge success as the attendance figures 
easily suprassed the projections of the or- 
ganizing committee. The success of the 
tournament, however, was not reflected 
in the results of the Redeemer Royals. 
The Royals lost their first two games, 
eliminating themselves from playoff con- 
tention. In the battle of the basement Re- 
deemer beat the entry from Kitchener to 
avoid going winless in the tournament. In 
spite of their losing record, the tournament 
was positive for the Royals, they held the 
eventual trounament winners to only three 
goals in a 3-0 loss and they won a game, 
something that was not accomplished last 
year 

The new year dawned with the prom- 
ise of more excitement and suspense as 
the Royals began their quest for a playoff 
position. First off, however, was an ex- 
hibition game against the Dordt Blades in 
Brantford. The Royals were confident, 


eager to recapture the glory that was lost 
when Canada was defeated by the US in 
last year’s World Cup. The Royals 
opened the scoring in the first period when 
James Van Gurp scored on a pass from 
behind the net by John Slotegraaf. After 
a scoreless second period, dominated by 
the Royals at both ends of the ice, Re- 
deemer opened up a 2-0 lead early in the 
third period on a power-play goal by John 
Fernhout, a perfect point shot that found 
the top corner. The Blades, however, were 
unwilling to give up. They picked up the 
intensity of the game and pulled to within 
one goal of the Royals as Hugh 
Vanderwier somehow willed the puck 
over the line in a goal-mouth scramble. 
In spite of the strong finishing effort by 
the Blades, the Royals were able to hang 
on, thanks to some great goaltending from 
Kyle Bouma, defeating the Blades 2-1. 

The next half of the season has started 
for the Royals, a 2-1 win over the Sailors 
was followed by a 6-4 loss to the 
Burlington Chiefs, leaving the Royals 
fighting for a playoff spot with only nine 
games left. The Royals would like to 
thank all of the fans who regularly at- 
tended the first half of the season and 
would like to remind everyone else that, 
unlike the Leafs, they actually are win- 
ning games. So come out and see them in 
action this Friday at Morgan Firestone 
Arena in Ancaster at 9:00@ 


SCOREBOARD 


Redeemer Royals 


Team Standings 
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Individual Stats 

Name 


De Jong, Hank 
van Staalduinen, 
Van Gurp, James 
Vandermeer, Piet 
Slotegraaf, John 
Sikma, Glen 
Mudde, James 
Vedder, Scott 
Gibbons, Darren 
Vreugdenhill, Paul 
Beck, Phil 
Fernout, Jonathan 
Berlingeri, Steve 
PAWL 
Mulder, Dave 
Newman, Tor 
Mann, Wes 


Brian 


Greg 


Goaltenders 


Name GP. Min. GA 


Tart negneias 
Suissa em 


Kyle Bouma 
Jacob Boer 


GA Pts 


22 
19 
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his 5 n| 6 14 
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19) 4 1 2 3 4 
14) 6 2 0 2 4 
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The club volleyball team jump for joy at last Saturday's tournement. 


Tough Loss for 
Royals Basketball 


By Michael Zwiep 

The mens varsity basketball team 
launched their first home game of the new 
year with a positive attitude, Friday, Janu- 
ary 16, but was unable to hold the lead into 
the last five minutes of play against the St. 
Clair Saints. Although the contest leaves 
the Royals 0-2 in 1998, the team’s ability 
to make plays and set the pace has been 
improving. 

“I thought the offense was run well in 
the first half especially and I thought the 
man to man was good throughout the 
game,” remarked guard Dave Ellsworth. 
“We just have to get back into shape.” 

The Royals looked sharp going into the 
game, capitalizing on a combination of 
strong defense and great shooting. The early 
minutes of the contest yielded some fine 
talent as Devon Paul, Dave Ellsworth, and 
Andrew Zomerman experienced success at 
the hoop and Ryan Schipper and Paul 
Voortman unveiled some first-rate ball han- 
dling. But what was most impressive about 
the team was its ability to make plays. At 
the end of the first half, the Royals had not 
only shown a number of well executed out- 
of-bound manoeuvres and defensive strate- 
gies, but a press break that probably repre- 
sents one of the most effective this season. 


“The press break was exceptional!” noted 
Ellsworth, 

The second half, however, saw the 
Royals holding on to a shrinking lead, and 
then into the final minutes, struggling for 
control. With less than five minutes left 
Redeemer was still within four points, but 
the Saints managed to overpower the Roy- 
als, putting an end to the game with a series 
of field goals, defeating Redeemer 78-68. 

An indictment accusing the Royals of 
too much holiday turkey seems to be in or- 
der as the team showed a lack of vigour in 
the final minutes of the game. It appears 
that if the Royals want to finish on top, they 
have to be in better physical shape. 

“I don’t think there’s anybody in this 
league who we couldn’t beat,” remarked 
Ellsworth. “It’s just a matter of not beating 
ourselves. We need to be focused, intense, 
and unified. We need to be a team.” 

“Daddy's a superstar,” added 
Ellsworth’s daughter Jade. 

As the Royal's hit Redeemer’s recently 
waxed basketball court in the upcoming 
weeks, the team needs to take a serious look 
at their reflection in the woodwork. The 
new floor is too shiny to be scuffed up any 
more,@ 


John Lise sets up on defense at last Friday's game 
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the numerous tasks whether that be by be- 
ing a group leader, transporting luggage, 
helping set-up for coffee house or any of 
the other jobs that needed to be done in or- 
der to make the event run as smoothly as it 
did 
We'd like to thank everyone for 

their involvement and contributions to the 
weekend 

First and foremost, we'd like to thank 
God for 
granting 
safe travel 
mercies 
for the 
visiting 
students 
and for 
guiding 
the entire 
weekend. 
Thank 
you’s also 
go out 
{0.. the 
Admis- 
1.0 T's 
staff, 
S cota 
Antonides, 
Kristi 
Ballantyne, 
P.O. 
Bambhoom, 
Karen 
Benjamins, 
DS tT 
Benner, 
Daryn 
Berkelaar, 
Jacob 
Boer, Dr. 
Boersema, 
Monique Bondt, Dave Booy, Tamara 
Bosn.a, Dr. Botha, Dr. Bowen, Catherine 
Brayshaw, Amie Brisley, Dr. Brouwer, 
Irene Brouwer, Julie Brown, Dr. Byl, 
Hannah Byl, the Cafeteria staff, Allison 
Cameron, Emily Camire, Deborah 
Campbell, Karina Campbell, Carrie Chard, 
Dr. Chiang, Prof. Chiang, Prof. Cook, Judith 
Cooke, Mark Coolen, President Cooper, 
Cindy Corbett, Graham Cubitt, Esther 
deBoer, Gerald DeGraaf, Hank De Jong, 
Michael DeJonge, Lisa DeKlerk, Michelle 
DeKlerk, Mrs. Liz Depooter, Stephen 
Desaulnier, Melissa DeVries, Tanya De 
Vries, lan De Waard, the Dorms who hosted 
the students, the Double Quartet, Fred 
Dreise, Ken Dryfhout, Jen Dykhouse, Sheila 
Dykstra, Angela Eigenbrood, Fran 
Elgersma, Sheri Elisen, Dave Ellsworth, 
Charity Farenhorst, Johanna Fernhout, 
Marja Fledderus, Rachel Flikweert, Angie 
Garmaise, Ben Gesch, Prof. Goheen, Rob 
Greenham, Kim Gringhuis, Scott Gringhuis, 
Jen Haanstra, Jordan Hall, John Hardie, Julie 
Harvey, Brenda Heyink, Crystle Hieclema, 


Special Report 


Sarah Hiemstra, Justin Hines, Cliffe 
Hodgkinson, Jason Hofing, Shawn Hofing, 
Jane Hogeterp, Amy Innes, Stephen 
Janssen, Adam Jensen, Liz Kirkland, Dan 
Koopman, Dr, Koyzis, Jessica Kralt, 
Michelle Kolar, Jordan Kuyvenhoven, Wes 
Laverty, Brian Lubbers, Anita Luth, Dr. 
Loney, Prof. Louter, Dr. MacLarkey, Cheri 
Mardling, Ryan McKenna, Alicia 
Molenhuis, Carolyn Mount, James Mudde, 
Diva ve 
Mulder, 
Erine 
Nykamp, 
Devon 
Paul, Dr. 
Payton, 
Trevor 
Payton, 
i a 
Plantinga, 
Jaye Plata, 
Melita 
Poelman, 
aL Te 
Pomeroy, 
Scott Post, 
Monica 
Proper, 
Sonia 
Reid, Eric 
Renkema, 
He i da 
Retzer, 
Dr. van 
Teed iad 
Rusthoven, 
Than ¥ 
Schaafsma, 
Terry 
Schonauer, 
me ON 
Seville, 
Student Senate, Jason Stefan, Shawn M. 
Stovell, Jeff Strong, Ruth-Ann Te 
Grotenhuis, Laura Trapasso, Rachel 
VanArragon, Michelle Van Berkel, Marya 
Van Breda, Mike Vanderboor, Prof. vander 
Heiden, Dr. Jitse van der Meer, Piete 
Vandermeer, Dr. Vander Muelen, Jen 
Vandervecht, Leona Vanderwier, Dr. van 
Dijk, Dr. Van Dyke, Michelle VanEngen, 
James VanGurp’s truck, Dan VanMinnen, 
Mr. Bill van Staalduinen, Brent van 
Staalduinen, Heather Van Starkenburg, 
Prof. Van Weeldon, Scott Vedder, Jeremy 
Veldman, Ralph Veldstra, the Volunteer 
Admissions Ambassadors, Dr. Vriend, Josh 
Vriesema, Mary Vyn, Karen Wallace, Dave 
Westra, Ingrid Weverink, Wendy Willmore, 
Amanda Wilms, Sandra Winter, Leanne 
Yzerman, Rebecca Zietsma, Jason Zuidema, 
Mike Zwiep......and anyone else who we 
might have missed! !!! 


A very big thank you to all of you 
who helped. Together you all helped pro- 
mote Redeemer to many promising future 
Redeemer students. @ 


Friday, January 23 


Two 
Thumbs Up! 


By Phil Beck and Michelle DeKlerk 

At the end of the New Horizons Week- 
end, the visiting students were given a ques- 
tionnaire and were asked to fill it out and 
rate the entire weekend and provide us with 
some feedback. The Questionnaire covered 
such topics as transportation, the campus, 
the schedule and Admissions. We thought 
we'd share some of these comments with 
the Redeemer Community: 


- Great bus driver! 

- Everyone was incredibly friendly! 
(An enjoyable experience) 

- Staying in the dorms was an enjoy- 
able experience, but left me a little groggy 
the following day. 

- As soon as we entered the main build- 
ing you could feel the friendly atmosphere. 

- Everyone was so friendly, but I would 
have enjoyed more time with my dorm 
hosts. 

- I 
loved it! 

- I 
want to 
live in a 
cleaner 
dorm. 
Great 
people - 
open and 
pay atten- 
tion to new 
comers. 
Dorm 41 
was awe- 
some! 
Gr 6.8 t 
guys...very 
friendly 
and open. 

- Be- 
ing in 
groups was 
a great idea 
- very wel- 
coming. 

is My 
group 
leaders 
(Tanya and 
Brent) 
were a lot 
of fun and were easy to talk to. They really 
stressed the importance of God and they re- 
ally did the devotions well. 

- I liked being able to spend time in 
small groups although the time spent was 
short. You should all be proud for having 
kept everyone interested and prompt. 

- Amazing group leader - Groups was 
an excellent way to meet more people! 

- Dorm 5 was really nice to me. They 
made me feel right at home. We had a great 
time bonding together, 

- Dorm 17 was great! 

- It was an action packed exciting, edu- 
cation and informative weekend. 

- A well organized weekend. 

- It was an amazing weekend! It was 
lots of fun, as well as informative. I’m glad 
that | could attend NH. 

- The coffechouse was great and very 
funny! 


- Good times! See you in September 

- The play was very good. 

- It was very helpful and very well or 
ganized. 

- The entertainment aspects were ex- 
cellent! 

- The professors’ and administration’s 
involvement was great - very personal and 
competent. 

- lenjoyed this weekend. It was a good 
way to get to know the university. NH will 
be a great tool which I will use when pre- 
paring to decide on a university 

- It was fun! 

- It was good to be able to see what the 
school is like and what it’s all about. It was 
really nice to be able to talk to the people in 
the dorms and find out what they thought 
of everything. 

- Great profs! Great atmosphere! Nice 
dorms! Nice people! 

- Thank you very much for an enjoy- 
able and in- 
formative 
weekend 

- It 
gave me a 
really good 
idea about 
the univer- 
sity. I re- 
ally en- 
joyed it. 

- It was 
very busy, 
it felt like 
we were al- 
ways on the 
go, but it 
was good 
that way 
because 
then we 
weren't left 
hanging 
around 
with noth- 
ing to do. 

- It was 
really fun 
and I made 
n ¢ w 
friends. =“ 

- Time 
with faculty 
was EX- 


TREMELY beneficial. 


- It was a lot of fun and I have a bit 
more of an idea of what | want to do. 

- Thanks for the opportunity to discover 
what Redeemer is like. 

- Just PLEASE accept me. 
LOVE to be here. 

- I’ve gone to two post-secondary in- 
stitutions and the Christian atmosphere here 
is extraordinary compared to other institu- 
tions. The quality is very apparent and all 
the things that bothered me at the other in- 
stitutions seem to have been ironed out here 
at Redeemer. Excellent institution! 


I would 


[ believe these responses speak for 
themselves. A great big thank you goes out 
to all who made the weekend the best New 
Horizons yet!@ 
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Friday, January 23 


You Might Be Canadian, 


1. You know all the 
words to “If 1 had a million 
dollars”, including the inter- 
stanza banter between Steven 
and Ed. 


from labor, honor, and color. 


Corina 
Maclean 


30. You know the French equivalents of 
“free”, “prize”, and “no sugar added” thanks 
to your extensive education in bilingual ce- 
2. You hum David Foster’s Page Editor oo 
‘88 Calgary Olympics theme in the 
shower. 


31. You still haven't taken down your 
“NON” posters from the 95 Referendum. 


3. You make up patriotic lyrics to go 7. You think “Ed the Sock” is funny. 
along with David Foster's ‘88 Calgary Olym- 


pics theme 


32. You know more that 3 guys named 


Gordon. 

8. You wonder why there isn’t a five dol- 
lar coin, as you can only use more 
4. You cried when Gus “drowned” on — change. 
Road to Avontea 

9. You spend hours in the 
dark making scale models of Avro 
Arrow and cursing the 


Diefenbaker government. 


5. You remember when Alanis 


Morrissette was “Too Hot to Hold”. 


6. You think there isn’t enough of Peter 
Gzowski to go around. 10. You watch MuchMusic 
constantly, in hopes of occasional 
fleeting glimpses of The Tragi- 
cally Hip. 


UP AND 
GON INE 
ARTS EVENTS: 


11. You have an Inuit carving by your 
bedside with the rationale, “What’s good 
enough protection for the Prime Minister, is 
good enough for me!” 


33. You think Ashley Maclssac isn’t 
celtic enough. 


34. You remember “Jodie” from Today's 
Special and wonder why you keep seeing her 


12. You have memorized the Heritage reading news on the CBC. 


foundation’s Heritage Moments, including 
your favourites, “Burnt Toast!”, “you know | 
canna read a word. . .”, and “Kanata”. 


35. You can do the hand actions to 


January 22- 
February 5 
Alicia Molenhuis 
Art Show 


13, You can sing “O” Canada” in French 
and actually know what the words mean!! 


14. You advocate the abolition of respon- 
sible government, in favour of monarchist rule. 


15. You think there isn’t enough Queen 
on our currency. 


16. You send angry letters to the CBC 
demanding the return of the Hinterland Who’s 
Who spots so you can finally find out what 
happens to the arctic ptarmigan. 


17. You participate in Participaction. 


18. You think Peter Mansbridge is sexy. 


Seventy x Seven 


19. You think Lloyd Robertson is sexy. 


20). You think Peter Kent is sexy. 
PPrrrrreree ee ie 


January 30 
Student Recital: 
Irene Brouwer 
& 
Sandra > 
Kranendonk 


21. You think Brad Pitt is so-so 


72. You stood in line for hours for An- 
other Roadside Attraction tickets. 


23. You killed your best friend for An- 
other Roadside Attraction tickets, 


24. You think Great Big Sea isn’t Mari- 
time-centric enough 


25. Your graduation formal dress was 
made of flannel 


APPROVED AUTO 
REPAIR SERVICES 


26. Your backpack has more than one 
Canadian flag iron-on 


February 10- 
March 7 
Guest Exhibition 


27. You know the names of all the guys 


in Sloan 


28. You have been on Speaker’s Corner, 
bonus points if The Devil’s Advocates made 


fun of you 


29. You use a red pen on your non-Ca- 
nadian textbooks and fill in the missing “u's 
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Sharon, Lois, and Bram’s “skin-amarinki- 
dinki-do”. 


36. You can eat more than one maple 
sugar candy without feeling nauseous. 


37. You had a crush on Joey Jeremiah 
from Degrassi Junior High. 


38. You know that a “Premier” isn’t a 
baby born a few months early. 


39. You actually watch the Gemini 
Awards, The Genie Awards, and The 
Juno Awards. Youwonder why 
Stompin’ Tom doesn’t get his own cat- 
egory in all three. 


40. You are excited whenever an 
American television show mentions 
Canada. You make a mental note to talk 
about it at work the next day. 


41. You think -10 C is mild weather. 


42. You have twins named 
Donovan and Bailey. 


43. You have twins named Wayne and 
Gretzky (alternately Gordie and Howe). 


44. You read rather than scanned this 
list.@ 


Doug Kloet 


Rob Brouwer 


648-4113 


CROWN 


